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Imphal: A 20-year-old preg-
nant woman, who was denied
admission to five hospitals,
including the RIMS and
JNIMS in Imphal, died with
her unborn child at the ent-
rance gate of a private hospi-
tal here on Thursday mor-
ning. 

The state government has
instituted a two-member
committee to probe the inci-
dent. The deceased, Kanpat-
liu Kamei, was a resident of
Punchi village in Noney dis-
trict. 

The incident comes in the
wake of reported deaths of
pregnant women, with hospi-
tals occupied for treating Co-
vid-19 patients. The Women
Action for Development had
demanded that the state go-
vernment arranges a tempo-
rary maternity hospital and
special gynae ward in each
district. 

An order issued by Mani-
pur health and family welfa-
re department’s joint secre-
tary, R Rang Peter, on Thurs-
day said the committee shall
submit its report to the he-
alth department within one

week. 
The victim’s family said

Kanpatliu arrived at Senapa-
ti district hospital at 2 pm on
Wednesday with the doctors
assuring that delivery would
be done there.

As her condition worse-
ned around 10.30 pm, the doc-
tors advised the patient’s par-
ty to go to well-equipped ho-
spitals in Imphal, they said,
adding that they reached
JNIMS hospital around 12.30
am. 

At JNIMS, she was refu-
sed treatment despite having
a Covid-negative test result.
The nurses told the family
that there was no doctor to
treat her. They then moved to
RIMS hospital but the same
response was given to them,
and with no other option they
went to a nearby private ho-
spital, but even there she was
allegedly refused admission.

They also abortively app-
roached another other priva-
te hospital in Imphal but met
the same fate, the family
members said, adding that
they then moved to another
private here where she and
her unborn child passed
away at its casualty entrance
around 4am before they co-
uld approach the hospital
authorities. 

Facilities In
Imphal Said

They Had 
No Space

Turned away by hosps,
pregnant woman dies 

Kanpatliu Kamei

K Sarojkumar Sharma TNN

At JNIMS, she was
refused treatment
despite having a
Covid-negative test
result. The nurses
told the family that
there was no doctor
to treat her. They
then moved to RIMS
hospital but the
same response was
given to them

Guwahati:The Manipur go-
vernment on Thursday pas-
sed an order stating that all
government and private ho-
spitals in the state have to
mandatorily provide
prompt service to all pati-
ents, who reach their faciliti-
es, and cannot deny them tre-
atment.

Chief minister N Biren
Singh took this decision ho-
urs after a-20-year-old preg-
nant woman from Noney dis-
trict allegedly died after five
hospitals, including the two
public hospitals, refused to
admit her on Thursday mor-
ning before she finally died
in front of a private hospital
at 4 am.

The CM took to his Face-
book page to express his an-
ger. He wrote in his post, “En-
quiry committee constitu-
ted to look into the unfort-
unate incident leading to the
death of Mrs Kanpatliu Ka-
mei at the Shija Hospital ca-
sualty entrance on 6th Au-
gust morning 4 am.”

Few hours later Singh
posted the government or-
der on FB page and wrote,
“All Government and Priva-
te Hospitals should attend to
all patients. Any violation
will be viewed very severely
and action will be taken un-
der the Disaster Manage-

ment Act, 2005 and Manipur
Nursing Home & Clinical Re-
gistration Act,1992 etc.”

The state order issued by
principal secretary of state
health department V Vum-
lunmang stated, “It is noti-
ced with concern that many
health care facilities are de-
nying service to patients due
to COVID-19 pandemic. Mi-
nistry of Health & Family
Welfare has issued instruc-
tions on ensuring that non
COVID health services sho-
uld continue. Ministry of
Home Affairs has also issued
instructions for Hospitals,
Veterinary Hospitals and all
related Medical Establish-
ments, both in public and
private sector, to continue to
remain functional.”

The order added, “All go-
vernment hospitals and pri-
vate hospitals are hereby in-
structed to ensure that all pa-
tients who reach their facili-
ty are attended to promptly,
especially emergency and ti-
me bound cases.”

Govt order: Can’t deny
treatment to patients

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

CM N Biren Singh

New Delhi:Oil India Ltd has
objected before the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) to a
preliminary report filed by a
committee of experts on the
fire incident in Assam’s Bag-
hjan oil well saying it is ba-
sed on desk research and re-
view of secondary data.

The observations and fin-
dings of the committee are
based on unverifiable data
and may not be taken into
consideration for passing

any order, the state-owned
firm told the NGT.

The said committee’s re-
port is primarily based on in-
formation provided by va-
rious organisations, local
people and published re-
ports and not based on own
scientific or laboratory data.
Such unverified data should
not form the basis of any
conclusion on the environ-
mental impact in the area,
the PSU said.

The committee of ex-
perts has not made a site-vi-
sit till the filing of the preli-
minary report, it said.

It is stated and submitted
that the observations and
findings of the committee of
experts are based on desk re-
search and review of secon-
dary data made available
through reports and docu-
ments received from various
stakeholders, Oil India said.
PTI

OIL objects to committee’s report in NGT

Guwahati: Flood waters conti-
nued to recede in Assam impro-
ving the situation considerably,
though 84,100 people across 10
districts are still affected by the
calamity, an official bulletin sa-
id on Thursday. 

At present, 177 villages and
15,964 hectare of crop areas are
under water, the Assam State
Disaster Management Authori-
ty (ASDMA) said in its bulletin. 

More than 1.43 lakh people
in 270 villages across 15 districts
had been reeling under the delu-
ge on Wednesday. 

Flood and landslides clai-
med 136 lives this year in Assam.
While 110 people died in flood-re-
lated incidents, 26 were killed in
landslides. 

Goalpara is the worst-hit
district with over 54,300 people
affected, while more than 8,000
and 4,200 people are suffering
from the calamity in Bongaiga-
on and Kokrajhar districts re-
spectively, ASDMA said. 

The seven other districts hit
by the deluge are Dhemaji, Bak-
sa, Chirang, Kamrup, Kamrup
Metropolitan, Morigaon and
Nagaon, it said. 

ASDMA said that the autho-
rities are running six relief
camps and distribution centres
across four districts, where 514
people are currently lodged. 

The Brahmaputra river is
flowing above the danger mark
at Dhubri town and Nimatighat
in Jorhat district. 

Roads were damaged in
Dhubri district, while erosion
has been witnessed at some pla-
ces of Baksa because of the flo-
od, ASDMA said. 

A total of 157 animals have
lost their lives in flood-related
incidents, while 174 others were
rescued in Kaziranga National
Park, the bulletin said. 

The deluge has also affected
38,415 domestic animals and po-
ultry across the state during the
last 24 hours, it added. PTI

Assam flood situation
better, 84,000 still hit

across 10 districts

LEFT IN THE LURCH

New Delhi: SC on Thursday
greenlighted the Tripura
government's proposal to ab-
sorb over 10,000 terminated
post-graduate, graduate and
under-graduate teachers as
peons, night guards, garden-
ers, cooks and lower division
clerks.

Tripura government in
2010 and 2014 recruited 1,035
PGTs, 4,666 TGTs and 4,612
UGTs through oral inter-
view under the Revised Em-
ployment Policy, 2003. The
High Court on May 7, 2014 set
aside the 2003 policy and
quashed the appointment of
all teachers. The SC on
March 29, 2017 upheld the HC
order, directed framing of
new policy and recruitment
thereunder by December 31,
2017.

Citing over 15,000 vacan-
cies in teachers posts in the
states, these terminated
teachers had made a second
attempt in the SC for absorp-
tion in the posts. But, a bench

of Justice U U Lalit and Vi-
neet Saran refused. 

However, it saw nothing
wrong in the Tripura govern-
ment's proposal, placed be-
fore the court by senior advo-
cate Maninder Singh, seek-
ing to give them alternative
appointments in Group C
and D category government
jobs. The state also informed
the court that those eligible
among the terminated teach-
ers can compete in the fresh
selection process and that
they have been given age re-
laxation till March 31, 2023.

The bench said, "It must
be noted that the attempt on
part of the State in offering
certain alternate employ-
ment is not to degrade the
teachers but some solace is
being offered even in cases

where the candidates do not
succeed in the selections to
the posts of teachers."

Writing the judgment for
the bench, Justice Lalit said,
"The candidates, if they are
otherwise competent and eli-
gible, will certainly have ev-
ery opportunity till March
31, 2023, to get selected for the
posts of teachers in the State
and by way of additional ben-
efit those who are unsuccess-
ful in such attempts may re-
tain the alternate employ-
ment. In our view, it does not
amount to any degradation."

The state government
had moved an application
proposing to absorb the ter-
minated teachers as peons,
night guards, gardeners,
cooks, day guards, horticul-
ture workers, Anganwadi su-
pervisors, lower division
clerks, panchayat secretar-
ies, agriculture assistants,
junior store keepers and fish-
ery assistants. The state has
identified 10,618 vacant posts
in these categories in vari-
ous departments.

SC: Tripura’s alt appt to axed
teachers not derogatory

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

Dibrugarh: Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief
(AOC-in-C) of Eastern Air
Command, Air Marshal
RD Mathur, arrived on a
two-day visit to Air Force
Station Chabua, the eas-
ternmost fighter base of
IAF, on Thursday. On arri-
val, the Mathur was recei-
ved by Air Commodore
Vikas Sharma, Air Offi-
cer Commanding, Air
Force Station Chabua.

During the visit, he in-
spected various units and
key location at the station
to assess their operational
preparedness. He was al-
so briefed on the ongoing
modern infrastructure
development projects ai-
med at improving the
combat potential of the
air base. The Air Marshal
addressed and interacted
with the station person-
nel. TNN

Air Marshal
visits Chabua
Air Force stn

Dibrugarh: Renowned educationist and noted scholar of Shakespearean literature Dr Amaresh
Datta passed away at his Dibrugarh residence on Thursday at the age of 102. Datta was a former lec-
turer at Dibrugarh University and Gauhati University and was conferred with the honour of Sa-
raswat Sanman for his contribution to literature. The Assam government declared a state funeral
in his honour. His last rites were conducted at the Chowkidinghee crematorium on Thursday after-
noon. Union MoS for food processing industries Rameswar Teli, Dibrugarh MLA Prasanta Phu-
kan, deputy commissioner Pallav Gopal Jha and SP Sreejith T were present at his last rites. TNN

Famous educationist Amaresh Datta passes away 
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